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Energy Democracy Now! 
Workshop at the European Summer University, Paris 2014 

 

Time: Thursday, 21 August 2014, Part 1: 9:30 – 12:00, 

Part 2: 16:30 – 19:00 

Venue: Paris VII Diderot University, „La Halle aux Farines" 

Languages: French, English, German 

Organization: Rosa Luxemburg Stiftung Brussels; Petition for a 

Referendum on Climate Protection/Berlin Energy Roundtable; Attac 

Working group “Energy, Climate, Environment” 

 

The transition from a nuclear-fossil energy system towards one based 

on renewables is a globally necessary process: fossil and nuclear 

energy sources are finite, and the climate change needs to be 

stopped immediately. The energy transition however should not be 

understood as a solely technical process. The aim should be a 

regenerative, decentralized, socially just and democratic energy 

supply. Many experiences are already made how to democratize the 

energy sector at communal, national and even transnational level, 

e.g. struggles of democratic control of public energy utilities. Those 

who struggle for “real” democracy in this sector quickly hit upon 

obstacles as economy and politics fear a cutting of their power.  

 

Part 1: Energy democracy: theory and practice 

In the first part of the workshop, successful examples of energy 

democracy will be presented (a study – presented by Conrad Kunze); 

then the study will be discussed by people from practice, and then we 

discuss definitions of energy democracy.  

 

Input: 

Conrad Kunze, University of Freiburg: Criteria and examples of 

energy democracy in Europe 

 

Comments: 

Massimo Bedoni, Retenergia, Italy  

Anne Debrégeas, Solidaires, France 

Laura Weis, Energy struggles in movement, Germany  

 

Facilitation: 

Tadzio Müller, RLS Berlin 
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Part 2: Conditions and restrictions for energy democracy in 

practice: from local to transnational 

In the second part of the workshop, the conditions and restrictions of 

democratizing public energy utilities will be examined. Activists from 

struggles and practice will inform us about their experiences in 

Europe and Latin America.  

 

Input: 

Daniel Chavez, Transnational Institute (TNI), Amsterdam/Uruguay: 

Democratizing the power sector from the grassroots: Latin American 

experiments 

Stefan Taschner, Berlin Energy Roundtable, Germany: Strategies to 

democratize the energy supply in Berlin 

Massimo Bedoni, Retenergie, Italy: Experiences with big energy 

cooperatives 

Anne Debrégeas, Solidaires: Energy democracy and Électricité de 

France (EDF) 

 

Comments: 

Hans Thie, Economic Policy Officer, Left Parliamentary Group, 

Berlin, Germany 

Elena Geberizza, Re:Common, Rome 

 

Facilitation: 

Tadzio Müller, RLS Berlin 

 

 

New publication: 

Energy democracy in Europe.  

A survey and outlook 
By Conrad Kunze and Sören Becker. Brussels, June 2014. Available 

in German and English. 

 

Already today, the energy transition in 

Europe is supplanting nuclear and coal 

power plants and will, at some point, be able 

to completely replace them. As Hermann 

Sheer incessantly emphasizes, this transition 

could also have positive social and political 

side effects. 

 

This study offers a general and easy-to-

understand overview of vanguard energy 

democracy projects within the EU. We 

looked for nascent energy projects characterized by their combination 

of an energy transition approach with gains in participation, collective 

ownership, or for local business or ecology in general. Through these 

twelve select examples, we take a look into this great laboratory of 

small alternative projects and venture an outlook on future 

developments and opportunities in the coming years. Not only are 

renewable energy sources an appropriate means of combating 

climate change, if implemented correctly they could also gradually 

become part of a wider social change. 

 

Download the brochure: Energy Democracy in Europe. A survey and 

outlook (pdf, 2 mb)  
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